- The ongoing struggle of farmers in Indonesia against 
corporate mining that will devastate their land. 


$1 Kulon Progo, Yogyakarta Region 


INTRODUCTION: 


It comes as no surprise to almost anyone even remotely 
politically aware that corporations and their conglomerates 
are unconscionable when it comes to their end goal of making 
record profits. Time and again they do so at the expense of 
people, culture, the environment, economic stability for 
those not at the top of their "food chain” and anyone or 
anything else that may stand in their way. We have seen 
forests destroyed, the oceans slowly dying, rivers and lakes 
becoming dried up husks, more and more land turned into 
unusable wasteland all for the final and ultimate product: 
Power and wealth for the top few percent, starvation and 
repression for the rest of us. 


One of the ways these corporations manage to 
ruthlessly pursue this heartless profiteering is by moving 
their operations to “remote” locations. Corporations have 
been stripping the “third world”, i.e.: developing countries 
of their natural resources for 100's of years. Indonesia is 
just one of the most recent on the list of countries being 
sold out from under the people by their own government to 
these corporations in order to make a profit. 


But the local peasants and indigenous people of 
Indonesia are not willing to merely offer their land, 
livelihood and culture up for sacrifice to the CEO's. Many 
recognize that to lose their land now will mean to lose 
their culture and.livelihood forever. The various ways 
mining corporations specifically have managed to manipulate, 
terrorize, and forcibly take land from local and indigenous 
people has been silenced for too long. It's time for people 
the world over to know that thia isn't just about land. 
This is about the livelihood and culture of over 42,000 
people being stolen from them. It's about forcing them into 
oppressive poverty. It's about exposing entire islands 
through the destruction caused by mining to serious and 
deadly natural disasters. All for a (extremely large) cut of 
a profit. 


Thís publication is intended to expose these corrupt 
and illegal activities at the expense of human life for what 
they really are. We algo wish to inform people about the 
ongoing struggle and passionate fight of the farmers and 


people who stand to lose everything. not just property but 
their independence and possibly their lives. 


In Kulon Progo, one of the many land bases under 
threat currently from mega corporation mining companies, 
they also stand to lose the knowledge and ability of a 
unique farming technique developed there 30 years ago, this 
environmentally low-impact method of coastal farming vill be 
all but eradicated. All of this will be erased based on an 
entirely illegal claim to land using repression, 
intimidation and clear violations of human rights. 


This is not a.mere issue of farmers afraid of losing 
their livelihood. There are severe environmental, social; 
cultural, economic and political ramifications. It's time we 
all know exactly what is going on in the struggle of 
peasants and indigenous people in Indonesia against these 
corporate powers who would seek to crush them under the 
weight of their greed and industry... 


In SOLIDARITY, 


UNRESY COLLECTIVE... 


(A11 materiale printed before this publication reprinted 
with permission and approvalsfrom PPLP-KP.) 


Current effects of mining in Indonesia. 


Corporate sponsored mining has been taking advantage of the 
natural resources in Indonesia for many years. But it seens 
to be increasing its violent and aggressive methods to 
achieve the end goal of profit. It doesn't merely mean the 
absolute destruction of the environment, local landmasses 
and the homes of indigenous people but blatant violations of 
human rights. 


To begin with, 10's of thousands of local and indigenous 
people have been displaced by corporate mining in Indonesia. 
These people have not just lost land, but their homes, their 
primary food resources, their way of obtaining income and 
supporting their families and communities. These people are 
forced into an unwillingly poverty and unsustainable ways of 
living. 


Where a forest or coast once flourished stands vast tracts 
of empty and pillaged moonscapes. Wastelands where once, not 
too long ago, people were able to toil together with the 
land in order to survive and provide for others. 


On Indonesian islands where mines have already been firmly 
established such as Borneo, Sumatra, Papua, Nusa Tenggara 
Barat, and Sulawesi you can read reports and even see the 
destruction stretching out across the horizon for kilometer 
after kilometer. 


The destruction has left hectares of these islands exposed 
to unprotected assault from natural disasters such as 
tsunamis, and the erosion rate is so rapid there is almost 
no hope of reconstruction, even if the mines were to leave 
the area immediately. It is a proven fact that retroactive 
attempts to rebuild beaches fail to simulate natural 
conditiona. 


This has severe repercussions not only for the people and 
the environment of Indonesia but for the world over. Such 
gross destruction of hectares of coastline and forest leave 
the world with grievous oxygen depletion as well as 
permanently shifting the landscape of the land and oceans. 


As we have seen the world over corporations will use any 
means necessary to achieve record profits. This has included 
in Indonesia alone, extortion, bribery, intimidation, 
threats, torture, sabotage, kidnapping, rape, unlawful 
imprisonment, brute and blatant force and in some cases 
suspected murder and genocide. 


The extortion and bribery are supported and applauded by the 
government on a local and national level ranging from 
officials falsifying reports to police acting as hired thugs 
to enforce illegal claims to property rights and aiding and 
abetting kidnappings and unlawful imprisonments or 
displacements of local and indigenous people. 


The intimidation, threats, and fear mongering are meted out 
by hired thugs (often police escorted or by the police 
themselves) in order to divide and separate communities and 
obliterate local culture and work techniques. While due to 
the sheer amount of mining in Indonesia currently one may 
think these terrorist techniques have been successful the 
people continue to fight valiantly for their land and their 
rights. 


Time and again independent studies have proven irrefutably 
that there is no possibility of sustainability and in some 
cases no hope of recuperation from such vast and rapid 
destruction of these resources that until only a short time 
ago served to provide food, shelter, work and community for 
100's of thousands of Indonesian people. 


We call for the immediate cessation of such brute acts of 
terrorism against the Indonesian people and their precious 
land bases before all of Indonesia becomes a vast wasteland 


of factories, mines, and corporate gain. 
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RED CHILI PEPPERS 


ONE OF THE MAIN CROPS FROM KULON PROGO, 
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A Tale Of Sand 
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A Tale Of Sand, and Those Who Feed 


From It: History and Ethnographic explanation 
of Kulon Progo's Village and Resistance 


Sand defines the life story of those who live along Kulon Progo's southern 
shoreline. 

Up to the present day, this sand has nourished thousands of souls along the 
coastal fringe of Kulon Progo regency, Yogyakarta province. The story 
starts before 1942, when coastal dwellers were already trying to turn the 
sand into a source of sustenance. Notes taken from the oral history of Arjo 
Dimejo, a villager from Karang Sewu, reveal that before that date many of 
his fellow villagers survived by planting rice, sweet potatoes, potatoes and 
beans on the coastal sands. 


Yet when the Japanese colonizers arrived, the inhabitants were forbidden 
to use the sand as agricultural land, as the Japanese suspected that they 
were secretly making sea salt. But after Indonesia was proclaimed.an 
independent nation, as soon as Japan no longer stood watching over the 
sand lands, a few villagers moved back to once again look for sustenance 
from the sand. Arjo Dimejo relates that in 1948 President Soekarno made a 
visit to the coastal strip, and invited the people to make use of the land. So 
the local people, most of whom were farmers, thronged to work this land 
whose soil was merely sand. At one point in the 1970s storms wreaked 
havoc on the land and the homes built upon it. Yet despite these bad 
conditions the farmers managed to survive, still determined to eat from 
what the sand could provide. 


Those that live from the sand are called 'cubung' by other people, a derisory 
stereotype which means backward or inferior village people, prone to 
sickness. And in fact, in past decades, the combination of the sun's heat and 
strong blasts of wind meant that many inhabitants experienced diseases of 
the skin, respiratory system, stomach or eyes. 


The coast dwellers farmed land without soil, only sand, hoping that the 
rainwater that falls for free onto the earth would be make the land fertile; 
their living conditions were always precarious. Until the 1980s agriculture 
along the coastal zone remained extremely marginal. АП that would grow 
on the sand were certain vine plants. And then only in the rainy season; in 
the dry season they would all die. Drought forced many farmers to instead 
look for work as wage laborers in other places, even ifit meant leaving Java 
— usually they would return 6 to 12 months later, Until the 19808 the term 


'oubung' was still being frequently used. However, during those years the 


inhabitants greatly increased their effort to find natural ways that the sand 
could provide food, every day inhaling sand to for the sake of survival. 


Visiting your neighbors breeds collective 
wisdom. 


Nearly every evening, the people mocked as 'cubung' greatly enjoy 'Endong- 
endongan'. This is a custom of the villagers to gather together at neighbors' 
houses, and relate their experiences to the others present (1). According to 
Imam Reno, a villager from Bugel, this is their way to strive to fulfill all of 
life's needs, whether material or spiritual, and whether they are directly 
conscious of doing so or not. When the inhabitants meet each evening they 
create the feeling that they are no longer on their own, Moments like these 
are embryos from which the farmers' motivation can grow, the will to 
persevere and enhance their lives. These 'endong-endongan' are meetings of 
friends, tend to be non-hierarchical, and they happen spontaneously and 
habitually each evening. They are a moment to take heart and to find new 
ideas together. 


“On the positive side these heart-to-heart meetings to support each other 
and share experiences came from an idea of three villagers (Iman Rejo, 
Pardiman, Musdiwiyono) to try to find different techniques and systems to 
make use of the extremely marginal sand lands." (2) 


Nightly endong-endongan meetings in different people's houses create 
relationships of trust between individuals in these difficult conditions. They 
start to speak together about the problems they face and look at ways to 
solve them together. Before each farmer would cultivate the land on their 
own, but later they felt the need to work together instead to find new ways 
of cultivation. It also turned out that their experiences from other places 
when they.were working on the land or as skilled labor gave them new 
points to share and discuss. 


Various ideas also emerged from the meetings ofindividuals and from 
farmers' groups to study the nature of the land and the possibilities it 
offered. In 1984 a group of farmers helped each other out to build simple 
wells in the fields. Because sand moves so easily, they dug very wide, with a 
diameter of up to 8 meters and a depth of 5-8 meters and inserted a tube 
made from bamboo. The well was completed with a bamboo hoist. As soon as 
each well was completed in turn, the farmers started to prepare the land: 
hoeing, building dams, fertilizing with manure, and then later planting. АП 
this techhology and land preparation was carried out by the community 
themselves, working together. 


The farmers' experiments are always based on close observation of nature. 
They tried planting corn using different methods of watering, and different 


ways and locations to grow acacia trees - each careful attempt in 
accordance with their observations of the nature of the land. Until one day 
when one farmer walking in the field noticed a chili plant growing well near 
a coconut tree. This discovery prompted other farmers to start planting and 
tending chili, building up their experience as they went, Eventually they 
built up an in-depth knowledge of how to cultivate the land, without the 
need of any teachers - the impetus came from their initiative to organize 
the farmers' groups. Nowadays the number of farmer's groups has 
expanded greatly; currently there are several dozen. 


The farmers solved their shortage of water by building wells. These were 
originally very simply made, making holes 5 meters deep and retaining 
them with bamboo. Later the bamboo was exchanged for cement and finally 
concrete. Previously they dug each well very deep, and needed a bucket for 
watering, However the farmers felt this method was not effective. Later 
farmers tried building a principal well with a water pump, connected by 
bamboo to tanks made from a concrete box/pipe. As this was still 
inadequate, the bamboo canalization was later exchanged for PVC, 
Although the products used may be modern, they are used with an 
understanding of the natural characteristics of the coastal zone. 


The problem of strong winds is tackled by using plants that act as wind- 
breakers around the cultivated plots, such as castor oil plant, bitter gourd 
or aubergine. They also plant coconut near the fields to help breaking the 
wind so the plants are not blown away by strong gusts. Before cultivation, 
the land was terraced sand dunes, which looked like a desert strewn with 
bushes and thickets, always moving around whenever the waves hit. But 
this natural condition can be managed by the farmers co-operating, 
flattening the land and removing the undergrowth, making sure to leave 
one row of sand dunes between the ocean and the cultivated land. 


There are many ways in which their experience leads to knowledge worth 
relating, but they do not need to be mentioned one by one. What is sure is 
that the farmers have undergone a long and dynamic process, where the 
key to survival on the land was never obvious. They had been forbidden to 
farm, battered by wind every day and sometimes by storms, their land 
dominated by sand dunes, and troubled by sickness. Yet by the custom of 
meeting together, discussing and sharing, they found they were no longer 
buried by the sand, emerging to find new survival strategies and share their 
strengths with each other every day. 


For along time the farmers have had difficulties to face, yet they have 
always been able to resolve their problems in an independent and 
autonomous way, without the help of outsiders, especially the government. 
Even the roads to the flelds, which previously were difficult to pass, they 
built on their own. First they built simple roads by laying stones, but 


eventually laid asphalt - working together to build the roads themselves, 
pooling their money to meet the costs, all with no help from the 
government, That is how the farmers will always explain it when asked 
what's the role of the government. Moreover they never experience conflict 
over who can work which land. The farmers know that the right to farm is 
something they hold in common, and there are never disputes about the 
status of the land, they just sort it out between themselves. The 
relationships of trust between individuals and the farmer's group are a long 
way beyond that of businessmen who have to sanctify everything with legal 
contracts, stamped and sealed. 


The careful efforts of more than 40 years have made the wasteland a fertile 
and productive zone. All sorts of plants can now thrive due to the hard work 
and care put into their cultivation. On the sand a range of horticultural 
crops can grow in both the rainy season and the dry season. ‘Chili, 
aubergine, bitter gourd, castor bean, green beans, rice, corn, watermelon 
and many other types of vegetables are grown along the 25km stretch of 
shoreline; the hands of the farmers have turned the landscape green. The 
key to their success is collective knowledge, whether it be knowledge of 
modern technology or local wisdom about when and how to plant, tend.and 
harvest the crops. 


The chili has become the prime commodity for farmers in the area. However 
they also plant other crops according to the season. Each group of farmers 
continues to discuss which crop to plant first, followed by which other crop. 
Every year farmers in each group discuss when to plant. Their discussion 
takes in various perspectives, from their belief in the Javanese calendar, to 
the condition of the land, sea and sky, and the possibility of clashes of 
harvesting time with other plants they may want to grow on the land. 


Businessmen and landowners can also consume 
sand. 


In 1964 the geology faculty of ITB University carried out a study analyzing 
the composition of the sand. Led by In Junas, it measured the iron content. 
of the sands and ground water depth. They made boreholes in the sand to a 
depth of 4-7 meters. Some local people were asked to work on this study as 
manual labor, and they remembered that below the sand lay iron and water. 


(8) 


This memory was what the farmers would eventually use when they started 
to make changes in their lives 20 years later, almost as if they were stealing 
the knowledge from the outsiders' research. Iman Rejo, Pardiman and 
Musdiwiyono took the initiative to get people together to build wells to 
sustain life. Under the soil they found fresh, clear, not salty water, although 
they were only a few meters from the beach. With the wells built, the 


Chronology of the Struggle in Kulon Progo: 


This is a timeline from when the farmers first 
learn of the plans to mine the area of Kulon Progo, 
located along the Southern coast of the island 
Java, near Yogyakarta, Indonesia. The farmers and 
local citizens continue to struggle to this day 
against the corrupt and greedy mining that 
threatens to destroy their land and livelihood, 
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1 April 2007 N 

Farmers in villages Trisik, Kulon Progo, Banaran, Coral Sewu, Bugel, Pleret, 
Garongan, and Cofal Wuni hold the first ever meeting concerning the tron 
ore mining. All of them outright reject the mining and form the PPLP 
(Society of Farmers' Coastal Land) 


1 May 2007 ; 
Farmers from 10 villages of 4 districts, and thousands more, rally on 


International Worker's Day to protest in front of the Governor of : 
Yogykarta's home. 


10 May 2007 

PPLP conduct a press conference refusing the iron mining. Meanwhile, the 
plenned exploitation of the land primarily funded by 2 foreign companies 
gets approval without consulting or informing the local communities. 


21 May 2007 
Large rally and parade held going from village to village protesting the tron 
mining, speeches and protests are held along the way. 


24 May 2007 

Corporate representatives for the mining companies attempt to hold a 
presentation in Karnag Wuni to sell the residents on why the mining is good 
for the community, The representatives and their premise are rejected, The 
representatives leave before concluding their presentation. 


14 June 2007 
PT IMI publicly state plans for iron ore mining, State plans to exploit up to 
1 million tons per year. 


18 June 2007 
PPLP begin consultation with legal aid in order to battle the mining that will 
strip them of their land and livelihood. 


12 July 2007 

Kulon Progo Vice Regent DRS. H Mulyono states the only thing that could 
cancel the mining ів a negative environmental analysis. That farmer's 
wishes or protest will have no impaot on a decision to continue with plans 
for mining. Also states they will go ahead with the plan of 30 million tons of 
deposit being exploited in the coming 30 years. 


17 July 2007 
PhD candidate Bambang Suwignyo states the mining will have irreversible 


and extreme effects on the land and on local farming. Because of the loss of 
iron in the soil, farmers will be unable to continue growing produce there. 


21 July 2007 
Parliament forms a special community to suspend the process of addressing 
the mining rejection letter presented by PPLP. 


23 August 2007 
Thousands of members of PPLP and concerned citizens who support the 


anti-mining movement march to the district government office in Wates. 
The PPLP asks that the local government revoke permission to mine on 
farmers’ land; The police blockade them and the protest quickly becomes a 
violent clash between armed police and citizens. Several hundred citizens 
are injured. 


26 August 2007. 
The Indonesian Human Rights Commission-contacts the Governor of 
Yogyakarta. Request information concerning the iron mines including 
detailed reports of the effect of said mining over the next 30 years and 
beyond on citizens who are currently farming and living in areas 

. potentially affected, 


30 November 2007 
PPLP review iron mining plans. They reject all proposals. 


26 December 2007 
Villagers in Trisik are manipulated and bullied into conceding land to the JT 
JMI Pilot Project. 


villagers' work brought life to the wasteland. 


But this memory becomes very different when it is written into an academic 
report, then read by:a landowner and passed on to corporations. Just as the 
land started to become fertile, provide food, and even allow farmers to be 
able to send their children to higher education, was also the moment when a 
stroke of enlightenment suddenly shook the brain cells of a certain 
entrepreneur and those that claim authority over the land of Kulon Progo. 
They want the sand to nourísh their needs as well. The partnership they 
created was given the name of PT JMM (Jogja Magasa Mining). 


On Thursday, 6 October 2005, at 20.18 West Indonesia Time, an imaginary 
voice ripped through the dreams of the farmers. "There is iron within the 
womb of the sandy shoreline, and it is time for it to come out, to be 
exploited, to be enjoyed not only by farmers, but by us all, for the sake of 
our society at large, for the race and for the nation" is more or less how the 
voice in the imaginary meeting room sounded, a moment before the arrival 
of a notarized document from PT Jogja Magasa Mining. 


To attain these aim and objectives the company can carry out business 
activities as follows: 


a. Business activities in the sector of general mining, including the mining 
of iron sand, iron ore, sea sand and coal. 


b. Carry out trade, including import, expor* and interinsular trade, acting 
as a representative agent, sole agent, distributor, supplier of the products of 
mining such as iron sands, iron ore, sea sand and coal, whether on its own 
account or on another's account, by means of commission. 


c. Establish industrial facilities for the obtaining and processing of mining 
products such as iron sand, iron ore, sea sand and coal. 


d. Provide services in the mining sector. 


e, Undertake transportation of the products of mining activity, by means of 
truck. (4) 


From the sound of the document, PT JMM appear to have been granted 
legal authority by the state for the total exploitation of the land through 
their mining enterprise. But this company, PT JMM had only just been 
formed and was still new to the mining business. They needed experience in 
mineral exploitation and additional capital (5), and so needed to Join with 
another company as business partner. In an interview with Lutfi Hayder 
(6) (commissioner of Jogja Magasa Iron) the company Joined with an 
Australian company, Indo Mines Limited (7), and the corporation Australia 


Kimberly Diamond also made capital investments, as did other investors. 
The collaboration between the companies PT Jogja Magasa Iron, Indo Mines 
and the other investors was called JMI (Jogja Magasa Iron)(8), although 
recently this name changed again to JMI (Jogja Magasa International). 


Systematic steps have already been taken by the business partnership and 
those who claim authority over Kulon Progo to ensure the success of their 
iron-mining venture, Lufti Hayder, acting as commissioner for Jogja. 
Magasa Iron claims they have already found considerable financial backing, 
although the world economy is hit by recession. Funding to complete the 
feasibility study is already available; it is estimated this is sufficient for 12- 
18 months. 


Farmers fight the corporation. 

n 
At the start.of 2007 the shoreline residents were becoming restless about 
the planned mining project. This nervousness soon spread, as farmers 
worried about losing the land that had supported them for so long. They 
shared their fears from one to another and also within their farmers' 
&roups. Finally different farmers' groups, from various villages along the 
coastal strip, decided to meet and discuss the problem. So one night in April 
hundreds of farmers, delegates of their groups and villages, got together to 
determine attitudes towards the plans. That night farmers exchanged 
opinions and analyzed their fears about the news of the mining plan. Clear 
evidence of the problem this iron mine would have on their livelihood was 
revealed that night. 


The discussion revolved around 3 possible approaches. Firstly, farmers 
could unconditionally accept the mining plan. Second, that they could 
accept but with certain conditions and stipulations. Thirdly, they could 
unconditionally reject the proposal. In the end it turned out that not a single 
individual was in favor of the first option, and not a single individual was in 
favor of the second option. All the farmers present that night made clear 
their unconditional opposition to any plan to mine iron sand from their 
land. 


That night the farmers also started planning their strategy to resist the iron 
mine. Their first act was to establish an umbrella organization, which they 
named PPLP (Paguyaban Petani Lahan Pantai = Association of Shoreline 
Farmers). The organization had an unusual structure. Aside from a chair, 
secretary and treasurer and their deputies, they also appointed older 
farmers as advisors. There 18 also a field coordinator in each village, which 
acts as a delegate, uniquely this coordinator is only ever one person, and 
they often rotate in a quite flexible way. Each village also has an 
autonomous PPLP unit, each with its own structure. What is clear is that 


Chronology continued... 

1 March 2008 

In the coastal village of Bugel citizens blockade the street leading to Bugel 
Beach with bamboo and other roadblocks to prevent mining truoks from 


passing through the area as well as posting notification that the mining . 
trucks do not have permission to use the road. 


4 


3-6 June 2008 

National Human Rights Commission has conducted an investigation and 
examination of iron sands mining project planned in Yogyakarta 
Kulonprogo. Monitoring of National Human Rights Commission produced 
several recommendations that explains that based on the data, project 
information and facts, iron sand mining in Kulonprogo is a potential 
violation of Human Rights. In particular 1) land rights, 2) the right to work, 
3) the right to security, 4) the right to information, and 5) the rights of the 
farmers. 


21 June 2008 E 

3000+ citizens demonstrate at the University of Gadjah Mada (UGM) in 
Yogyakarta to protest the close involvement of the Faculty of Forestry of 
UGM with PT JMI in the biased study of post-mining reclamation. 


28 July 2008 

Minister for the Environment releases a statement saying that they will not 
issue permission for mining until PT JMI presents an Environmental 
Impact Analysis (EIA). 


l August 2008 
The National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM) recommends 


, that the President of Indonesia review the draft contract for the Kulon 
Progo iron mining, The review must consider the whole dimension of 
human rights, including economic, social, cultural, political rights. 


23 October 2008 

Residents of 6 villages protest against the pilot project permits issued by 
the Regent, On the same day the Regent revokes statements made to the 
media about the positive response of the central government towards the 
iron mining plans in Kulon Progo. The protest occupies the grounds of 
Parliament, eventually forcing their way inside and occupying the building. 


25 October 2008 
Occupation of the Parliament building by locals ends in no resolution and 
disappointment for the farmers. Citizens return home to farm their land. 


27 October 2008 

300 hired thugs escorted by local police invade the local villages, going from 
village to village destroying and burning down posts (resting places for 
farmers spread intermittently among the fields so they can rest in the 
shade when exhausted) as well as 1 home and 1shop. Police deny assisting 
in or allowing the destruction to happen. This was done in an attempt to 
force the villagers into fighting and following the perpetrators off the land 
so they (the farmers) would be arrested. 


17 November 2008 
Reports of crops failing near the Pilot Project begin. 


21 November 2008 
Road blockades erected to again prevent mining vehicles to pass. 


there is no one that holds authority in the PPLP structure. The whole 

coastal community are members of PPLP and their feelings about new 
information in the mining plan is always discussed at the meetings of each 
PPLP unit as well as the umbrella meetings. One more unique feature is that 
there is no office for either the umbrella organization or for each PPLP unit, 
as each household along the coast is a space for coordination. 


PPLP henceforth started organizing many actions. Initially they undertook 
traditional forms of struggle, involving old and the young in local traditions 
such as mujahidin, casting magic spells, farmers' rituals and night watch on 
the land, But neither their attempts at dialogue, nor their movement, which 
declared itself anti-mining, were considered as well behaved by the 
corporations or the local government (who are also involved as they 
administrate the local budget). On the sly the villages were infiltrated by 
intelligence agents and paid thugs to intimidate the people. 


Before the Ramadan fast, 24 August 2007, farmers agreed to attack the 
local authority of Kulon Progo. They were annoyed at this symbolic 
existence of authority over a land where there was never any justice or 
understanding of the people's aspirations. That day the farmers were able 
to fight the police and in the end thousands of people were able to enter the 
grounds of the symbol of power of the government of Kulor Progo regency. 
The farmers tore down the fence and forced the police to back away from 
the mass action. That day, not one key local official would meet with 
farmers, least of all the mayor. The farmers from PPLP threatened the 
mayor 5 times that day to come out with a declaration cancelling the mine 
project. 


The farmers' actions and demonstrations continue until now. They plan 
their strategies and tactics to foil the plan to mine iron from the coastal 
sands of Kulon Progo. The case of the farmers' resistance in Kulon Progo is 
an authentic example of a struggle against power characterized by anti- 
politics, autonomy and self- management. With regards to politicians and 
NGOs that want to get involved, we can say that there is a kind of 
agreement that the farmers' struggle should not become dependent on 
anyone. Between the sand and the iron it contains there is a raging fire, a 
fire that cannot be subdued, resisting exploitation and dehumanization in 
whatever form it takes. 


- Antasena 
-  -Translated from Amor Fati #3 originally published 2008 
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18 January 2009 
Locals begin to rebuild from the destruction committed. Each post rebuild 


can cost as much as 1 month's wages for a local farmer, 


17 March 2009 
Citizens block the highway in village Daendels to prevent the visitation of 
the Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. 


25 March 2009 

PPLP send a letter detailing complete information of the mining projeot as 
well as the complaints of the farmers to the president of Indonesia as well 
as several ministers. (They receive no reply) 


30 March 2009: 

The Sultan of Yogyakarta makes a publio announoement that the iron- 
mining project has been realized. 
21 July 2009 У 
Thousands of citizens protest the lack of action on the part of police about 
the arson and destruction committed by hired thugs in October 2008, 


31 July 2009 
PPLP and other local farmers again submit in full detail their reasons for 


rejecting the mining on their land. They once again outline the negative 
impacts economic, agricultural, cultural, and social. 


9 ~ 20 August 2009 
People post bulletin boards and signs all over the various villages detailing 
the corruption, the mining plans, and the reasons for rejeoting said mining. 


24 August 2009 А 
The Environmental Impact Analysis (BIA) begins in the Kulon Progo area. 


Residents march the streets with signs and banners that read, “30 Years of 
the fate of coastal residents is at stake. ELA Team: Work with 
professionalism and objectivity.” 


20 October 2009 N 

PPLP and other citizens gather at the Regency government office in Wates. 
There has been arranged a meeting between the farmers, the government 
and the mining company. Although many farmers held an official invitation 
to the meeting most are denied entry, some because of affiliation with PPLP. 
Meanwhile, large masses of citizens are facing a police barricade outside 
and denied entry. 11 hours into the meeting there was a clash between 
Police and unarmed farmers and local citizens. The police shoved with their 
shields but farmers continued to fight back with their bare hands. The 
police began wildly opening fire. People picked up rocks and hurled them at 
the police. Police fired tear gas repeatedly into the crowd. The local citizens 
were forced back into the street by the tear gas but the police continued to 
fire even as people retreated. 


10 November 2009 
Farmers again protest in Jogjakarta against the corruptibility of the 
government and of the mining project. 


18 November 2009 

5 government experts in law, development, economics and finance, 
governance and social and human resources study the iron-mining projects. 
One of the experts, Musodo, states the mining will completely wipe out the 
livelihood of local people, creating massive unemployment across the board. 


2 December 2009 

Tukijo is acoused of defamation against the mining company for requesting 
along with famers in village Bedoyo data and information about the land 
and questioning whether or not there is manipulation of the data carried 


10 December 2009 

PPLP and other local citizens celebrate Human Rights Day by protesting. 
Signs including ones stating “People will not cease to fight; we still reject the 
mines" and dozens like it are erected throughout the Kulon Progo villages. 


29 December 2009 
PPLP and citizens march to Külon Progo parliament building. They demand 
the elimination of the Special Committee Külon Progo for mining. 


INTERVIEW:WIDODO 


widodo is one of the local farmers in Kulon Progo who decided when 
he was young to go abroad as an immigrant worker just a5 many other 
ouths from rural Indonesia. However, ever since the southern shore 
of Kulon Progo became verdant and began to yield healthy and 
abundant crops again due to the determination and hard work of the 
local people; he and many other village youth returned home to hel, 
their Families contínue ín their ancestral tradition; self-sustained 
farming. Widodo has joined thousands of others under the umbrella 
of PPLP to continue to struggle against the lust for power and greed 
of capitalist mining corporations. 


1. How do you feel about the state of the struggle of farmers in Kulon 
Progo today? 


In general, there are many things that we feel in this struggle: 
We have learned that the defense of our land is very important to 
our lives. So, when talking about the fight, the logic in 
learning is very important. Thé second is feeling depressed. 
Depressed because our lives are normally really good, peaceful 
and relaxing. However the state is providing a moral and physical 
pressure on us, about how we can only enjoy a life that we do not 
want. Thus, there is great benefit that we can take from the 
coastal community struggle in Kulon Progo. 3 


2. Do you feel that the PPLP (Society of the Farmers of Coastal 


Land) ín Kulon Progo have adequate support and solidarity from 


other farmers in Indonesia and from other. people in the world in the 
fight to reject íron sand mining? 


Relatively so, in fact we already have a lot of support from 

other farmers, but in our opinion it is still lacking. Our desire 
is that people realize the struggle in Kulon Progo is also the 
case of all farmers in Indonesia. 
awareness that other farmers 
only about Kulon Progo; 
kind of struggle as well 
lot of solidarity, 


We need to increase the 
may not have yet; that this is not 
many other farmers are experiencing this 
- But, to say whether or not there is 4 
we are still lacking support. Then for 


Chronology continued.. 
2010 = 2011: 


April 2010 
Residents send a letter rejecting the iron-ore mining plan to the President of 
Indonesia 


May 2010 

Residents sent a letter to Parliament that reguires Parliament of 
Yogyakarta to investigate allegations of scandal in the legislative drafting 
process, 


15 December 2010 
Action rally against iron sand mining coincides with the assessment of the 
EIA documents. 


16 December 2010 
Direct action to stop people disturbing the public actions carried out by 
unscrupulous government officials without the permission of residents. 


17 December 2010 
Action ofthe people and farmers in Gupit to close the mining Pilot Project 
after.3 years of operation without heeding the interests of the environment. 


9 February 2011 

Mediation by the National Human Rights Commission in the village of 
Bugel, make a recommendation for context mediation to assess the 
interests of all parties involved. 


1 May 2011 у 
Tukijo kidnapped by local police. (See Timeline later in this ‘zine for more 


information about Tukijo) 


13 July 2012 

Though this concludes this particular timeline, the struggle continues to 
this day, with ongoing legal action, protests, and community projects both 
against the mining and illegal detainment of fellovr farmer Tukijo 


international solidarity, actually there is a lot of that too. We 
feel that international pressure is very important. It can 
greatly assist our movement here. However, we have not been 
satisfied because the struggle has not been 100% successful. So, 
everything is still not enough for solidarity, for both local 
farmers and international solidarity. 


3. IF your opinion, what is the cause of the lack of stronger support 
from local farmer movements for the struggle of farmers in West 
Progo or support from other groups? 


There are many causes because I see that here in Indonesia it is 
not a kind of. pure independent movement of farmers. I see that in 
every farmers’ struggle there are other forces that actually want 
to control the movement. When we want networking, mutual 
solidarity, it's as if there is a tyrant that blocks the way. 
Whether it's nothing. I see that in the average movement, there 
is control, that’s why I value the PPLP, I think no one person is 
in control. 


+. In your opinion, what is most important thing for farmers to focus 
on ín the struggle to resist the iron sand mining? 

There are three things that are the basis for our struggle. 
First, thë most important focus for us is to maintain our 
livelihood, planting and harvesting, because if we leave it, we 
are not farmers anymore, we lose our identity. That is, the most 
important. The second is to focus on how we can get the news out 
that the struggle against oppression is going on. To do that, 
it's important for us to build a network. All people should know, 
everywhere, what is going on in the Kulon Progo case. The third 
thing we need to do in order to resist oppression and defend our 
rights is to always be in contact with the formal law. This 
requires a legal advocate. When we, for example manage to put 
together a case, lawyers can play an important role. Although I 
have no doubt, even a good lawyer could still lose. 


5. How do you think the problem of iron sand mining project will 
affect future generations of farmers? 

I think it will be extremely influential. Not only for future 
generations of farmers. But it is also very influential in all 
matters of life on the coast here, because it would change 
everything. Today we have a good farm. We can all get together; 
we can interact with fellow farmers. We are realizing a 


harmonious life. The social life for that is good. But if the 
mine is in operation everything will be destroyed. It will 
undermine all aspects of social life and other aspects of life. 
In order to protect this, we always say that this case is our 
case together, the entire community. So, from the older to the 
younger generation, even children, today and forever have to 
learn about how to sustain our lives. Regeneration issues, etc, 
we still will educate them from nature. We need to be able to 
teach them that local, independent agriculture is essential to 
life because it does not destroy nature, doesn't destroy the 
environment and so on. 


6. Can you tell us a little about the potential threat of the iron sand 
mining project on the environment? 


Well it's a great deal. And in fact it is common for the people 
not to know this. It's a beach, if the mine is operating; clearly 
coastal ecosystems will be damaged. We do not know when there 
will be natural disasters such as hurricanes, large ocean waves, 
tsunamis or earthquakes. What will happen when these ecosystems 
are destroyed? The function of them is important to sustain life 
activities and can reduce the damage from natural disasters. We 
live here and it's protected by nature. When nature is-destroyed, 
who will protect life on the beach and this earth? That's about 
the destruction of the environment. More social destruction, as I 
mentioned earlier, especially destruction of the local economy. 
With the coming of investors there is certainly big money. It's 
going to be the-indigenous people here that would be displaced by 
it all. Because investors do not even think about social life, 
they only think about how quickly their investment will grow and 
benefit as much as possible. They think like that. It's what we 
call capitalism. 


7. This has been a long struggle, has already gone on, in fact, for 7 


years. Do you feel that the people's struggle will continue.for years 
to come? 


I believe it will be all the way. Because I love my land, 1 
think that my land is my life. And I think all of the coastal 
people think like that too. So, when this land is dredged for 
example, it means the same as if we gave our lives away to 
others. The lives of farmers will be handed over to the mining 
companies. So we believe that the struggle to reject the iron 
sand mine will,keep going, until whenever. until whenever! 


t 


3. Why do you think or believe the farmers are so ready and willing to 
fight for this land? What does the land mean to local farmers in West 
Progo? 

This is a very basic question. The explanation is very vide in 
my opinion. Because our land is our life, as I said earlier. This 
life cannot be exchanged for anything. Moreover, material that is 
promised by investors and the government will not be able to give 
us prosperity. that's clear. Now when we talk about the land, 
then we also talk about life. When we talk about life, everything 
that is social, cultural, environmental, all are related to each 
other. That is, we can also say that our peace and prosperity 
cannot be measured by anything. Moreover, the calculation of 
being prosperous is according'to this country's version or the 
rich people's. It could not be for the ‘regular. citizens. Even if 
every day we are told to just keep playing, go anywhere. We 
already feel peace with this life, even though our version of 
wealth doesn't meet their standards. 


9. You stated that you didn’t believe that investments could provide 
prosperity to the people. Aren’t there many people who believe that 
the investments will bring prosperity, bring economic abundance? 
Why do you not believe in it? 

Who says? Whose version of the story is that? I want to know. 
Who can say that? Surely only the people who rule, the mining 
employers and the people who kiss the ass of the rulers, the 
investors and the businessmen. They are not independent life 
fighters. Where's the mine that could help the little people like 
me prosper? There aren't any. Moreover, talking about the 
country, what do they actually do? They just make up rules and 
laws; imprison people who are struggling, like Tukijo. There's no 
possible way it could benefit us. So, people who talk like that 

' are just gullible. There has never been any evidence that when a 
place is mined it contínues to be prosperous for the local 
people. Freeport is said to alwaya be prosperous, but the reality 
is not like that. Yes it made the corporate owners prosperous, 
those who already have money, who have a high poaition in the 
company. They are prosperous. People who owned the land there 
were edged out. And we do not want to be like that. We want 

independence on our own land. I have more confidence when I 
cultivate my own land because it iu more concrete, No need to use 
“this or that’ rule, which is stuck in a theory. The point is 
that our lives have been prosperous and secure. Just today, the 


WIDODO ON HIS FARM 


authorities and financiers want to evict us. But, we will stay 
and fight all the way. It doesn't just end there. In fact, when 
I was to Lumajang, East Java, the coastal farmers were already 
prosperous and safe there. They've been able to find a way of 
life according to their own model and in accordance with the 
well-being that they want and expect. But then again their lives 
were also about to be damaged by the state and investors, That's 
an example that I have actually seen for myself. Another example 
is in Kebumen, there were coastal farmers that lived 
independently farming. But, there the TNI (Indonesian Army) one- 
sidedly claimed that the land is military territory. Yet it is 
clear that the land is public land for the use of the people, it 
had already been certified. That's the funny and weird thing. So 
that's why, I never believed in the so-called ‘country or state’ 
because it is usually only to protect investors rather than 
protecting the community or people. In addition there are many 
more issues, as in Porong, the Sidoarjo mudflow, a good example 
of a case that put people into misery and poverty. That was the 
act of corporate investors, why should we be deceived. There are 
already too many examples and we do not like them. No, we will 
remain like this, farming and fighting. 


10. We know that the Sultanate of Yogyakarta and Pakualaman have 
an interest ín thís iron sand mining project because in addition to 
royal family members having an important position ín the company of 
PT JMI (Jogja Magasa International) they are also part of the 
shareholders. On one hand, many people still believe that the job of 
the palace is to protect society and uphold justice. But that image is 
contrary to the evidence of their involvement in the iron sand mining 


that would displace thousands of farmers on the Kulonprogo coast. 
What is your view on this? 


What's the palace? It's an institution that does not say 
anything clearly in my opinion. When they speak about culture, 
they say whatever they want but we have to face the fact that the 
palace is merely a symbol to cover for a collapsing and outdated 
institution. Many people still see the palace as a symbol of an 
open and just empire but it only serves to try to conceal the 
rotting truth. The reality ia that the palace and the people 
within clearly want to evict the residents of Kulon Progo from 
their land. People who are their own people they once swore to 
protect. For us, it's just more hard evidence that their power is 
only uséd as an exploitative tool. When they try to claim it's 


for distributing prosperity fairly among the people. Ah ... I 
never believe it. 


11. Can you tell me the forms or processes of the coastal farmers 
struggle in Kulon Progo incorporated in PPLP that have been carried 
out for the past 7 years? 


There have been a lot. Even 1 forget how many times the farmers 
have protested against the government. We have taken to the 
streets with demonstrations demanding government agencies at 
least listen to our protests, to the voices of the people. But 
yes, to this day they still insist on continuing with the mines. 
For example, we have already done several rallies in the Kulon 
Progo district directed at the government, in the regency, in 
front of the government of Yogyakarta. Once we went to the House 
of Representatives as well. Then as far as correspondence, I also ' 
forget how many times we wrote to them and even wrote to the 
President some 2-3 times. We'll never know whether the letters 
were just dismissed, used for food wrapping. I also believe the 
president doesn't care to read a letter from a farmer. It's proof 
that today cannot depend on the legal process to help us; it's 
all theory. I.can talk like this because I've proven myself, 
however many times we've written letters, made legal actions. 
talked to the government it was all nonsense. They promise it, 
but the reality does not exist, even the House of 
Representatives. yes, I've been there maybe 5 times, they just 
make empty promises. Even when they have come here (to Kulon 
Progo), rather,than to see the fate of their people, the House of 
Representatives Committee actually came to see how well it could 
be mined, not to defend the interests of society. So we do not 
believe in the formal legal system struggle, because it does not 
work, we've all tried. Moreover, I think the intentions of NGOs 
is not clear because what I saw was they did not support our 
rejection of the mining, but instead they offered to negotiate a 
"win-win solution", a "win-win" for the country and investors 
which is not beneficial to our society. So we can never really 
trust them, And there is evidence that NGOs have failed many 
other farmers who struggle in Indonesia. If it has claimed to 
have been successful it was false because, farmers cannot be 
completely independent to manage their own lives 


12. The last question, what are the best things to do, both for 
existing farmers in Kulon Progo, and the movements of people in 
general that are still struggling against oppression? 


That's actually a simple answer in terms of words. We should 
never leave our fate to others. What determines our destiny is 
our own, nobody, not Parliament, not the bureaucrats, not 
politicians, especially not NGOs. We will not allow it be given 
to them. Our struggle is ours alone. We share it with everyone, 
we are very open, because the interests of campaign issues that 
occur. But for the decision-making, it lies within the community. 
This is not just for farmers' movements, but also very important 
for all movements, of the labor movement to other movements. 
Completions of agrarian cases in Indonesia are mostly left to the 
politicians and NGOs, who typically have ruined it. We are 
fighting independently. And the importance of three things I 
mentioned in our conversation earlier, building society strength 
on the base level, we must realize that this struggle is ours. 
The second, how do ме: build a network with friends who actually 
care and really want to have to think together for the benefit of 
the people? We opened the campaign network outside faucets so 
that this case would not be localized, that this case is a case 
of us all. That is the importance of why we must build a strong 
network. But we must be aware, not to let these "network 
connectors" becoming a "broker", We simply need to use our logic 
and common sense to analyze the purpose of people that go into a 
conflict area. The third thing is, we need advocate, who, when we 
come into contact with the law can back us up. So that our people 
who got trapped into a law case could feel more content, even 
though big possibility is perhaps we still going to lose the case 
through lawsuit anyway. If we want to win, we have to use 
traditional law and our:own law between farmers to solve problem 
with anyone. 


13. Any final words of encouragement? 

This struggle is our struggle. We will never give it over to 
anyone else, and we will continue to refuse iron ore mining 
whatever it takes and until whenever! 


Sunday, 1 MAY 2011 
- Tukkjo kidnapped by focal police. 


11.00am: 

9 police officers arrived via a single car from the direction of PT 
JMT's Pilot Project heading to Tukijo's farm in Gupit village in 
Kulon Progo. Three of them then exited the car and approached 
Tukijo. The police said that the Head of the Kulon Progo Police 
Intelligence Force was waiting inside the car, and wanted to 
speak with Tukijo. The police told him; “We only want to discuss 
some information”. When he drew closer to the vehicle he was 
forced to get in and the car quickly sped away from the farm. 
Tukijo asked one of the police officers where they were taking 
him; the officer responded that it was up to the Commandant. 


Tukijo continued to insist on knowing where he was 
being taken and why. Finally, when the car was passing Trisik 
(the village next to Gupit), they showed him an arrest warrant 
with his name on it, charging him with: 

1) Taking over people's freedom 

2) Unpleasant activities. 


Tukijo responded by asking why there was an arrest 
warrant for himas a suspect without any notification to appear 
as a witness in an investigation, according to the law, there 
must be a call for investigation, and an arrest warrant is only 
issued after failure to appear two times or more, He also wanted 
to know why they were not heading to the Kulon Progo Regional 
Police Headquarters, 


Every question that Tukijo asked was answered with 
the response that those things are technically up to the 
Commandant. Trapped inside the car, guarded by 9 police 
officers, Tukijo began to experience feelings of confusion and 
mounting psychological terror. He was unable to do anything, 
even to ask for a clear explanation or contact his loved ones. 


. Approximately 15 minutes after Tukijo was kidnapped 
his wife notioed he was missing and began to worry why her 
husband was not working in the field. Where he had been 
resting previously only his sandals remained. She frantically 
searched the other fields, and when she couldn't find him she 
went home and asked relatives if they knew where he was but 
of course no one knew. Finally one of Tukijo’s relatives was able 
to contact him via cell phone. They were only able to speak 
briefly; long enough for Tukijo to tell them he was being taken 
to the Regional Police Office of Jogjakarta Special Region. 


The news of his forced kidnapping quickly spread 
throughout the Kulon Progo community, but they were still 
unclear as to what violation Tukijo could possibly be charged 
with, One of the PPLP members who contacted Tukijo found out 
that after he arrived in the Regional Police Office of Jogjakarta 
he was immediately interrogated. At 13.00 all the PPLP 
members and Kulon Progo community had gathered at the 
home of a family member of Tukijo. Anxiously they waited for 
any development or information from Jogja, whether directly 
from Tukijo himself, the law firm that was contacted at 12.00, 
or any sympathizer.who.attempted to meet him at the 
Jogjakarta Police Headquarters. 


Even though the Police tried to continue with the legal 
process, PPLP still objeoted to the polioe using deception to 
arrest Tukijo, without any prior notification for him neither 
before the arrest nor to the family afterwards. 


This arrest is in violation of Law No 18 Year 1981. 
Artiole 17 states that: “The procedure of arresting someone 
who is suspected of doing a criminal aot must be based on clear 
and irrefutable evidence.” Up until the time of this chronology 
being written, no clear evidence has been provided from the 
police to justify their sudden arrest of Tukijo. 


Article 18 (1) also states: The proper procedure of 
arrest is as follows. The Indonesian Republic states the 
arresting officer must show the duty letter and present the 
suspect with an arrest warrant which states the identity of the 
suspect, the reason for the arrest and describing in detail the 
criminal issue which he is suspected of, in addition to also 
stating the exact location where he was suspected of 
committing said crime. 


. It's clear that when the Police arrested Tukijo they were 
violating article 18 (1); by not showing their duty letter or 
presenting the arrest warrant to Tukijo before forcing him into 
the car. 


Article 18 (3) states: A copy of an arrest letter as 
mentioned in paragraph (1) has to be given to the family 
immediately after the arrest. 


A notification letter as mentioned in paragraph (3) has 
still not been issued to the family at the time of this writing. 
This does not show any good intention from the police and 
clearly violates their own laws. This attitude only clarifies their 
arrogance and planned intentions to kidnap Tukijo and it is fair 
to suspect this is an organized kidnapping ordered by certain 
people, because Tukijo is a peasant who has struggled publicly 
against the Iron Ore Mining Project on the land of Kulon Progo 
Seashore. 


We condemn this Police arrogance and those who 
organized the kidnapping and subsequent arrest of Tukijo. 
Trapping him against his will inside a vehicle, domination by 
the amount of Police offioers and intentional psychological 
terrorizing and negleoting to inform Tukijo's family without any 
ethics is clearly a violation of human rights. The Police only as a 
means to quickly apprehend Tukijo and silence him committed 
all of these law violations. Worrying about how to make a 


marathon investigation only after the fact because it would be 
diffioult to put evidence to their accusation. 


Article 19 (1) states that; Arrest as mentioned in Article 17, 
can only be done for a maximum of 24 hours from the time of 
arrest, 


If Tukijo is held for more than 24 hours (counted since 
11.00am in the morning, 1 may 2011), then the Police are 
required to release him, based on the law, because they don't 
have strong enough evidence to support their accusation. 


Deceiving and kidnapping Tukijo was a strategic attack 
on the community as a whole. Tukijo is influential within the 
community and a well-known and outspoken advocate and 
Spokesperson for the rights of the peasant farmers. This was a 
calculated move intent on spreading fear, panic and confusion 
among the farmers. The mining company with the help of the 
police wanted to show agatn that they can and will use any 
means necessary, go to any lengths, legal or illegal to prevent 
the farmers from defending their rights, their community, their 
land, their culture, and livelihood. 


Kulon Progo, 2 May 2011, 09.00äm 


Kulon Progo Seashore Peasant Collective 
(Paguyuban Petani Lahan Pantai Kulon Progo/PPLP KP) 


* * Adapted from the original communiqué for this 
publication, 24 June 2018, *** 
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INTERVIEW: SURATINEM 


Tukijo’s wife (Suratinem) has now been working their land on 
her own for over a year while her husband sits in prison as 
unjust punishment for speaking out against corporate greed 
and corruption. At the time of this interview, Tukijo remains 
unfairly imprisoned. His wife is without the daily company, 
presence, help and support of her husband. 


1. When you first realized Tukijo was missing, what did you 
think could have happened to him? 

At the time Tukijo had asked me to water the plants 
(on our farm). So I watered them. Then I asked him if 
he could finish the watering because my hands hurt and 
he said yes. When I was almost finished I began to 
wonder why he had not shown up yet. I began looking 
around for him, and he. wasn’t anywhere he usually 
would be, Then I asked Kinteng’s wife (Dwi) if she had 
seen him, she said that he might be at the pool. And 
then Dwi called Mr. Cokro who,was-at the pool, but he 
replied that Tukijo wasn't there. Then Dwi called 
Tukijo directly, asking, "Where have you been? Your 
wife is looking for you”. And he said "the police took 
me away and are bringing me to the Yogyakarta Police 
Headquarters." Hearing the news I panicked. Dwi and I 
asked Tukijo, "Why are the police taking you Police 
Headquarters? What's the problem?" But my husband 
answered that he didn't know, at first he was just 
asked to enter the car to chat, but apparently got 
abducted by the police. At that time I had all sorts 
of thoughts, at the moment our family had so many 
debts. I keep thinking, if my husband is imprisoned, 
can I still continue paying those debts? My mind just 
got mixed up, confused, Think about what it would be 
like if your family suddenly disappeared, being left 


with pile of debts, and all of a sudden having to 
survive alone. And I have no other job. I only earn my 
living from our farm, This became an immediate burden 
in my life. Thinking that I'm alone, with no one to 
help. Usually my husband is always there. But yeah, 
hopefully I can pay my debt, because the debt is 
correlated to the government. If I cannot pay it, then 
I would be subject to sanctions. 


2. When you finally received word that the políce had 
kidnapped him, what was your reaction? 

At that moment I thought about the possibility of my 
husband being imprisoned. I thought so, So it means I 
have to work everything by myself, think by myself, 
without him, no one to help anymore. My son was newly 
married. It means my child is also unable to help, 
because he has this new responsibility to take care of 
his own family. 


3. How do you feel now, one year later without Tukijo being at 
home? And how about those works in the field? 

Ya, I am just working and managing it all by myself. 
I do the plant spraying :on my own, but I have to pay 
for other workers to help me preparing the soil before 
planting anything. Other tasks in the field that I can 
do alone I do, I have to be able to do it. This is 
just because the condition is forcing me to. 


4. The condition seems hard for you and your family. How is 
your mental condition? 

However hard this condition is, God willing I can 
handle it. Because family and all is debt is also part 
of my responsibilities. So, even when my husband is 
unable to help, I should still do it. 

5. How do you feel about the corporata iron ore mining? Have 
your feelings changed since Tukijo has been in prison? 


I still refuse it! They shouldn't mine. They still 
shouldn't. Since the beginning I have felt this мау, 
Because it's our only way to make a living, feed 
ourselves; for my family and for all the farmers on 
these coastal beaches. 


6. Have the local farmers supported and helped you and your 
family since your family's struggle began? Is there still mang 
farmers that support you and give you spirit? 


Until now, ya there is still many other farmers who 
support us, many try to push me to be able to get 
through this. Whether helping with thinking, time, 
money, manpower. They still do, until now. 


Ye After Tukijo was sentenced as guilty by Wates State Court, 
Kulon Progo residents were trying to prove that Tukijo is 
innocent and went to the 1% court of appeals but the attempt 
has failed. The higher court still decided that Tukijo is guilty. 
what is your point of view about law? 


Ya I felt very hurt, because my husband has been 
sentenced for a very long time. While the corrupt 
government's officials only got a few months. My 
husband is a common farmer, why should he be sentenced 
for so long? If he's guilty, he's guilty for what? His 
intention was only helping a passerby (JMI's pilot 
project's workers), so that those people could be 
saved from getting beaten up by the masses (because 
there's a no trespassing agreement between the mining 
company's people and the farmers). But afterwards, my 
husband is the one who was victimized, his family 
also. If he got imprisoned because he was stealing or 
beating up people, I would understand, but in this 
case he was innocent, he was defending a trespasser. 
But I think he got imprisoned not because of what the 
courts said, he got imprisoned because there's so many 
people from the mining company that hate him fir being 


outspoken, they don't like what he is struggling for. 
They don't like that he is actively resisting the iron 
ore mining. 


8. How long has Tukijo been imprisoned? 


More than one year. In May (2012), it was exactly one 
year..now its been one year and two months. 


9. To your knowledge, what is Tukijo feeling and point of view 
now while he's in prison? Does he still have the same spirit? 
What I know, he still has spirit, he still resists the 
iron ore mining. He's like that, even now when he is 
imprisoned, he is still thinking about our people who 
are struggling against the mining. How are their 
spirit, how is the support for them, and he is hoping 
that the seashore farmers will continue to resist the 
oppression and always defend their land. 


10. What are your expectations in the future? 

I hope, and pray that my husband’s problem can be over 
soon. And that he can get released from the prison. 
And everything can get back to normal, working like 
before. I hope the mining company leaves, and the 
people can feel at peace on their land again. 


***Interviewer's note*** we cut short the interview with Ibu 
Suratinem because after a few.minutes she became very emotional, 
This has been a travesty for her family and we hope, as all the 
members of PPLP and the people of Kulon Progo that Tukijo can 


return to his family as soon as possible. a 


: nee 
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SG and PAG, The Stowaway of YOgyakarta 
Special State Planning Act 


All this time, arguments over Yogyakarta's Speclal State status has been too 
focused on deciding who should be the rightful Governor and Vice Governor, 
The Issue, in my opinion, is too confined. Because the thing that more 
characterizes the feudalism of Special Region of Yogyakarta (Daerah Istimewa 
Yogyakarta/DIY), Is the existence of million hectares of the Imperial land In this 
province, known as Sultanate Ground (Sultanaat Gronden /SG) and 
Pakualamanaat Ground (Pakualamanaat Gronden /PAG). 


SG and PAG in DIY are really large stretches of land, because, based on the 
Empire's Paper of the Sultanate (Rijksblad Kasultanan) No. 16/1918 and 
Rijksblad Kadipaten No. 18/1918, all the land In which ownership (elgendom) 
cannot be proven as belonging to someone else is automatically owned by the 
sultanate and the resident governor. 

Thousands of acres of'SG in DIY 15 now concentrated in Yogyakarta, Bantul and 
Sleman (Kabare, Juli 2007, page 14-15). Beside SG, there's also PAG, and that 
land is concentrated in-Kulon Progo. Both of the lands are the income source of 
those two Palaces, beside their shares in Hotel Ambarukmo, Ambarukmo Plaza, 
Saphire Square, and Мегарі golf court, 


The management of the palace land:is under jurisdiction of Paniti Kismo's office, 
which is directed by GBPH.Hadiwinoto, the Sultan Hamengkubuwono X's 
younger brother, the honorific Penghageng Kawedan Hageng Wahono Sarto 
Kriyo: (1) 


The legalization of SG and PAG Is done through the Yogyakarta Special State 
Planning Act, and it has been emphasized many times by the Sultan HB X. (2) 


The business assets: 


Similar with imperial families in Europe, the SG and PAG land parcels become a 
business capital -- and social activity - for most of the Sultan Hamengku Bowono 
X and Paku Alam X big family members. Between the Sultan's younger brother 
and sister, the one that stands out most ls GBPH Prabukusumo. He is the head 
director of PT Karka Adisatya Mataram, one of the biggest outdoor 
advertisement companies In Yogyakarta, and the Main Commissary of JogjaTV, 


(8) 


The oldest daughter of Sri Sultan, Gusti Kanjeng Ratu/GKR (The Great Queen) 
Pembayun, is the most active In taking advantage of the imperial land inherited 
by the Giyanti Agreement In 1755. Beslde owning a sugar factory (Madukismo), 
she's directs a cigarette factory labeled Inner Palace (Kraton Dalem) which has 
it's own tobacco farm In Ganjuran, Bantul; she also has a silk worm farm PT 
Yarsilk Gora Mahottama In Karangtengah village, Imogiri district, Bantul; and also 
a shrimp farm PT Indokor Bangun Desa in Kuwaru village, Bantul. (4) 


But the "diamond in the crown" of the business kingdom of the palace's family is 
the iron sand mining company; PT Jogja Magasa Mining (JMM) in Kulon Progo. 
In the company, Gusti Pembayun and her uncle, GBPH Joyokusurno are the 
commissary, while the Main Director position Is held by BRM Hario Seno from 
Puri Pakualaman (5) 


This company merged with Indo Mines Ltd. from Perth, West Australia, and 
become PT Jogja Magasa Iron (JMI). They plan to mine the iron sand of the 
-Kulon Progo seashore, In an area of 22 kilometers, and then process it to be pig 
iron and exporting it to Australia. Not long afterwards, the Sultan stated that he 
wants to be a candidate for the country's president, and PT JMI sign the 
working contract for the iron sand mining in Bugel seashore, Kulon Progo, for 30 
years. (6) 


Ever since, the struggle of Kulon Progo seashore people that Is organized via 
PPLP (Paguyuban Petani Kulon Progo/Kulon Progo Sea Shore Collective) has 
increased in intensity. 21 June 2009, for example, as many as 38 trucks carrying 
5000 seashore farmers of Kulon Progo travelled to Gadjah Mada University 
(UGM) to protest that UGM forestry and soclal-political researchers had sided 
with the mining company and recommended the land reclamation by the mining 
corporation. 


Rather than researching the revolutionary farming techniques that have been 
implemented by the Kulon Progo seashore farmers, who have successfully 
transformed the black beach sand Into a fertile land to farm chili and various 
other crops, those researchers from UGM accepted the mining plan as if it were 
an inevitability, despite the fact that the merge-project of Indo-Australia is against 
the environmental and space design law of Kulon Progo Resident. 


Besides, the mining plan in Kulon Progo also shows how big is the dependence 
of the Jogjakarta palace's family business to their feudal lands, which 
supposedly erased already, if the royal family members honor the UUPA (Main 
Agrarian Act) 1960 made by Sultan Hamengku Buwono IX (the father of the 
current Sultan), in 24 September 1984, Instead of doing land reform agenda that 
was planned by the UUPA 1960, the controversial SG and PAG is trying to be 
legalized with slipping it In Yogyakarta's Special State Planning Act (7) 


That's why, all of the fraction in The Republic of Indonesia House of, 
Representatives who are debating about Yogyakarta's Speclal State Planning Act 
passage per passage, better not only belng focused on the mechanism of 
changing the Governor and It's Vice, but rather more focusing on the implications 
of legalizing million hectares of this swapraja land. *** ' 


- George Junus Aditjondro 


George Junus Aditjondro has been researching about agricultural reform issues 
since being involved in establishing Sektretariat Bina Desa In the 1980s. This 
article was previously published in Sinar Harapan, 31 January 2011. 


Sources: 


1. Kabare;Juli 2006, page 60-62 

2. Kabare, Juli 2007, page 13 

3. Kabare, July 2005, page 25, 

A. Kompas, 11/8/2003; Kabare, June 1006 page 24; Agrina, 14/4/2008; 
5 

6 

7 


Bernas Cyber News, 1/8/2008; Jawa Pos, 30/7/2009 
. Akte Pendirian/Establishment Letter, PT JMM, 6 October 2005 
. Koran Tempo, 12/11/2008 
See Article 12 chapter VIII of the Yogyakarta Special State Planning Act 


XAMI HANYA INGIN BISA BEBAS UNTUK HIDUP 


! . 
Javan Farmers' Declaration (FKMA) 
Farmers' groups from throughout the island of Java came together last 
December to hear about each other's struggles and share Lhelr experiences, 
Several of the groups are resisting different company's plans to mine iron 
sands along the whole southern coast of Java. Others have fought cement 
companies ín Central Java and the mud voloano, which has been erupting in 
East Java for five years since the Bakrie company started drilling for gas in 
the area, This was an important event, because the farmers involved are 
building their own networks, without the need for mediation by any NGO. 


Declaration of the Farming People's Forum for Communication 


Farmers from across Java who have been the victims of mining or 
other industries, or of land grabbing, have met for discussions and 
to share their experience. The meeting took place on the 20th and 
91st December 2011 in Gerbong Revolusi, Garongan village, 
Panjatan, Kulon Progo regency. 


On the 22nd, the farmers decided to make a declaration at the 
editorial office of Resist Books in the Amal Insani building in 
Yogyakarta. Before going there, however, the delegates to the 
meeting decided to pay a visit to Tukijo, a farmer who as become a 
victim of criminalization in the struggle to resist the iron sands 
minein Kulon Progo, and is currently in prison. 


Below is a statement read by representatives of 10 regenoles who. 
participated іп the whole meeting and in the end decided to form ап 
informal working network under the name Farming People's Forum 
for Communication (Forum Komunikasi Masyarakat Agraris 
(FEMA)). 


жжж 


Today, as farmers апа people's groups from ten different regencies 
throughout the whole of Java, sharing common visions and aims, 
will act to defend our human rights over our living space. The 
collective position we have formulated is as follows: 


1. We are ready to fight the injustice that is arises from the policies 
of the state and corporations. 


2. We are ready to defend the people's right to land because land 
represents our living space and souroe of livelihood, and this is 
Irreplaceable. 


3 We are ready to resist the criminal legislators that use the law as a 
tool that legitimizes the destruction of the people's social, economic, 
cultural and environmental base. 


4. We call on the state's forces of law and order to stop all their 
forms of intimidation, repression and criminalization of farmers and 
others who are defending their rights as the highest level of 
sovereignty in the Republio of Indonesia, because those forces 
should serve the interests of the people, not that of capital. 


5. Call for solidarity, moral support and the spirit of struggle to 
brothers and sisters who share the same fate and the same 
hardships in Mesyji Lampung; Takalar South Sulawesi, Persil IV 
North Sumatra, the Kulon Progo coast in Jogjakarta, the Kebumen 
coast in Central Java, the victims ofthe Lapindo mudflow in Porong 
East Java, farmers of Padangrincang in Banten West.Java, Sedulur 
SIKEP in the Kendeng mountains of East Java, the Wotgalih cost in 
Lumajang East Java, the Kalipucang and Cimerak coast in Ciamis 
West Java, and anywhere else that 1s forced to confront the abuses 
of corporations. e 

Yogyakarta 33 December 2011 


Groups involved in FEMA: 

1. JMPKK Pati 

2. FOSHOT Lumajang 

3. FPPKS Kebumen 

4, Serikat Tani Merdeka (SeTAM) Cilacap 
5. PPLP Kulon Progo 

6. SITAS DEBA Blitar 

7. LPMB Banten 

8. Bale ROHAYAT TRS dan Ciamis 
9, Forum Warga Cllaoap 

10, Korban Lumpur Lapindo Sidoarjo 


PPLP FARMERS PROTEST ACTION AGAINST THE MINING 


AKSI SOLIDARITAS DI LONDON, INGGRIS 


AKSI SOLIDARITAS DI MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 


Gontact Information: 


PPLP website: http;//petanimerdeka.tk/ 
PPLP email: petanimerdeka@yahoo.com 
Videos: http://petanimerdeka.tk/blog/ 


English Language Australian Solidarity Website. 
http://kpsolidarity.wordpress.com/ 


Send a letter of protest and solidarity to the addresses 
below, Let them know that the international community 
does not support the subjugation of lecal communities. 


The Australian mining company: http://www.indomines.com.au/ 


Ministry of Home Affairs Indonesia 

(Departement Dalam Negeri) 

Office Address: Jl. Merdeka Utara No. 7 Jakarta 10110 
Telephone: +62 (21):346-0058, 384-2222 

Fax: +62 (21) 383-1193 - 


Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Indonesia (Departemen 
Energi dan Sumberdaya Mineral) 

Office Address; Jl. Merdeka Selatan 18 Jakarta 10110 

Telephone: +62 (21) 380-4242, 381-3233 

Fax: + 62 (21) 384-7461 


Ministry of Justice and Human Rights (HAM) 

(Departemen Kehakiman dan Hak Asasi Manusia) 

Office Address: Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7 Kuningan, Jakarta 12940 
Telephone: +62 (21) 625-3004 ex: 258; 526-5989 

Fax: +62 (21) 826-5082 


Oanti-conyright. 2012 


UNREST COLLECTIVE 


We are a media gollective disseminating 
information in English and Indonesian 
languages about the struggle of all life 
being destroyed by industrialized, 
sapitalist civilization. We hope to offer 
alternative perspectives and methods for 
surviving in a world gone mad. 


Until we all are free... 
Tetap semangat. 


Email: unrest-gollectivelriseup.net 


Website: unrestcollestive.wordpress.com 


